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October 5, 2018 

 
VIA HAND DELIVERY & ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 
 

RE:   Docket 4872 - 2018 Gas Cost Recovery Filing 
 Responses to Division Data Requests – Set 4 
 

Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 

Enclosed please find 10 copies of National Grid’s1 responses to the Fourth Set of Data Requests 
issued by the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (Division) in the above-referenced docket. 

 
This filing also contains a Motion for Protective Treatment of Confidential Information in 

accordance with Rule 1.2(g) of the Public Utilities Commission’s (PUC) Rules of Practice and 
Procedure and R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B).  National Grid seeks protection from public disclosure of 
certain confidential and privileged information, which is contained in its responses to Division 4-1 and 
Division 4-2, as well as in Attachment DIV 4-1.  In compliance with Rule 1.2(g), National Grid has 
provided the PUC with one complete, unredacted copy of the confidential materials in a sealed envelope 
marked “Contains Privileged and Confidential Materials – Do Not Release,” and has included 
redacted copies of the materials for the public filing.   

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 401-

784-7415. 
Very truly yours, 
 

        
 

Robert J. Humm 
 

Enclosures 
 
cc:  Docket 4872 Service List 

Leo Wold, Esq. 
Al Mancini, Division 
John Bell, Division 
Bruce Oliver, Division 

                                                 
1 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (National Grid or Company). 

Robert J. Humm 
Senior Counsel 
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I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate was 
electronically transmitted to the individuals listed below.   
 
The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 
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MOTION OF THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC  

COMPANY D/B/A NATIONAL GRID FOR PROTECTIVE  
TREATMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

 
 National Grid1 hereby requests that the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 

grant protection from public disclosure of certain confidential, competitively sensitive, and 

proprietary information submitted in this proceeding, as permitted by PUC Rule 1.2(g) and R.I. 

Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B).  National Grid also hereby requests that, pending entry of that 

finding, the PUC preliminarily grant National Grid’s request for confidential treatment pursuant 

to Rule 1.2 (g)(2). 

I. BACKGROUND  

On August 31, 2018, National Grid submitted its 2018 Annual Gas Cost Recovery filing 

in the above-captioned docket.  Thereafter, on October 5, 2018, National Grid submitted 

responses to the Confidential-Redacted Fourth Set of Data Requests from the Division of Public 

Utilities and Carriers in this docket (Division Set 4).  Division Set 4 includes Data Requests 

Division 4-1 and Division 4-2, both seeking information regarding the acceleration of an 

increase in the Company’s maximum daily quantity (MDQ) from Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  The 

Company’s responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2, and Attachment DIV 4-1, include 

                                                 
1 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (National Grid). 
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confidential gas cost pricing information and other information provided in response to a request 

for proposals (RFP).  In accordance with Rule 1.2(g)(3), National Grid has provided a redacted 

public version of Attachment DIV 4-1 and its responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2, as well 

as unredacted, confidential versions.  Attachment DIV 4-1 also includes attorney-client 

privileged communications and/or work product information, which has been redacted from the 

confidential version. 

Therefore, the Company requests that, pursuant to Rule 1.2(g), the PUC afford 

confidential treatment to the gas cost pricing information and other information contained in 

Attachment DIV 4-1 and the Company’s responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2.   

 

II. LEGAL STANDARD  

 Rule 1.2(g) of the PUC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure provides that access to public 

records shall be granted in accordance with the Access to Public Records Act (APRA), R.I. Gen. 

Laws § 38-2-1, et seq.  Under APRA, all documents and materials submitted in connection with 

the transaction of official business by an agency is deemed to be a “public record,” unless the 

information contained in such documents and materials falls within one of the exceptions 

specifically identified in R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4).  To the extent that information provided to 

the PUC falls within one of the designated exceptions to the public records law, the PUC has the 

authority under the terms of APRA to deem such information as confidential and to protect that 

information from public disclosure. 

In that regard, R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B) provides that the following types of records 

shall not be deemed public:  
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Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained 
from a person, firm, or corporation which is of a privileged or 
confidential nature. 

The Rhode Island Supreme Court has held that this confidential information exemption applies 

where the disclosure of information would be likely either (1) to impair the government’s ability 

to obtain necessary information in the future; or (2) to cause substantial harm to the competitive 

position of the person from whom the information was obtained.   Providence Journal Company 

v. Convention Center Authority, 774 A.2d 40 (R.I. 2001). 

The first prong of the test is satisfied when information is voluntarily provided to the 

governmental agency and that information is of a kind that would customarily not be released to 

the public by the person from whom it was obtained.  Providence Journal, 774 A.2d at 47.   

 

III. BASIS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

The information contained in Attachment DIV 4-1 and the Company’s responses to 

Division 4-1 and Division 4-2 should be protected from public disclosure.  Attachment DIV 4-1 

and the Company’s responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2 include confidential gas cost 

pricing information and other information provided in response to a RFP.  The information 

provided in response to the RFP is confidential and privileged information of the type that the 

Company does not ordinarily make public.  Public disclosure of the information in Attachment 

DIV 4-1 and the Company’s responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2 could impair the 

Company’s ability to obtain advantageous pricing or other terms in the future, thereby causing 

substantial competitive harm.  Additionally, Attachment DIV 4-1 includes attorney-client 

privileged communications and/or work product information, which has been redacted from the 

confidential version.  Accordingly, the Company is providing Attachment DIV 4-1 and its 
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responses to Division 4-1 and Division 4-2 on a voluntary basis to assist the PUC with its 

decision-making in this proceeding, but respectfully requests that the PUC provide confidential 

treatment to the information.   

 

IV.  CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, National Grid respectfully requests that the PUC grant its 

Motion for Protective Treatment of Confidential Information.  

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,   

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC 
COMPANY d/b/a NATIONAL GRID 
By its attorney, 
 

 
__________________________ 
Robert J. Humm, Esq. (#7920) 

      National Grid 
      280 Melrose Street 
      Providence, RI  02907 
      (401) 784-7415     
      Dated:  October 5, 2018 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:   
Nancy G. Culliford, Elizabeth D. Arangio, and Samara Jaffe 

Redacted 
Division 4-1 

 
Request: 

 
The Confidential portion of the August 31, 2018 Testimony of National Grid Witnesses 
Culliford-Arangio at page 15, line 16, through page 16, line 5, references  

and the Company’s  
efforts to seek an acceleration of an increase in its Maximum Daily Quantity (MDQ) from 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  With respect to this portion of the Company’s testimony, please:  

 
a.  

  
 

b.  
  

 
c.  

   
 

d.  
  

 
e.  

 
     

 
f.  

 
 

   
 

g.  
 
 

 
 
Response: 
 

a. The Company issued the request for proposal (RFP) for citygate supply on July 26, 2018.  
The bids for citygate supply were due on August 3, 2018 by 5:00 p.m. 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:   
Nancy G. Culliford, Elizabeth D. Arangio, and Samara Jaffe 

Redacted 
Division 4-1, page 2 

 
b. The Company sent the RFP for citygate supply to 73 prospective bidders.  

 
c. .   

 
d. The RFP for citygate supply requested a term of December 1, 2018 through March 31, 

2019.  The RFP requested a maximum daily quantity (MDQ) of 33,000 dekatherms (Dth) 
with a maximum seasonal quantity (MSQ) of 1,118,000 Dth. 
 

e. Below are the MDQs and MSQs for the amounts of gas requested and offered and the 
shortfall when comparing the two amounts: 
 

Requested  Offered  Shortfall 

Maximum Daily Quantity (Dth)  33,000 

Maximum Seasonal Quantity (Dth)  1,188,000 

 
 

f. The Company successfully acquired a total MDQ of  Dth and a total MSQ of 
 Dth.  This supply was estimated to have a fixed cost of  and the 

estimated potential variable cost totaled . 
 

g. When the Company received the bids on August 3, 2018 it realized that the responses  
 for 2018-19.  Please see 

Attachment DIV 4-1 for copies of all internal National Grid communications regarding 
.   
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RFP – Boston & Narragansett 

Delivered Gas Supply–City-Gate-TGP CDP 267/268 & AGT Everett, Braintree, Waltham-Polaroid, Bourne, Ponkapoag & Sandwich 

Issued – July 26, 2018 – Term: December 1, 2018-March 31, 2019 

Recipient Checklist – Bids Due 5 PM – August 3, 2018 – Award 5 PM August 8, 2018 

 

Counterparty Bidder’s 

Contact 

Information 

NAESB or 

ISDA Gas 

Annex 

Package 1 – BOSTON: 

 TGP CDP 267 & 268  & 

AGT  Everett; Braintree; 

Waltham-Polaroid; Bourne; 

Ponkapoag & Sandwich 

 

MDQ up to 30,000 D/D 

MSQ: 600,000 Dth 

 

*Affidavit of Firm Delivery 

Required. 

 

Package 2 – Narragansett:  

City Gate and TGP or AGT 

 

MDQ up to 33,000 D/D 

MSQ: 1,188,000 

 

 

 

 

*Affidavit of Firm Delivery 

Required. 

 

Comments/Exceptions 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Nancy G. Culliford and Elizabeth D. Arangio 

Redacted 
Division 4-2 

 
Request: 
 
The Confidential portion of the August 31, 2018 Testimony of National Grid Witnesses 
Culliford-Arangio at page 15, line 16, through page 16, line 5, references  

and the Company’s  
efforts to seek an acceleration of an increase in its Maximum Daily Quantity (MDQ) from 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  With respect to this portion of the Company’s testimony, please:  

 
a.  

 
 

   
 

b.  
   

 
c.  

  
 

d. Identify when the Company first contacted Tennessee regarding acceleration of its MDQ;  
 

e. Identify any alternatives for the considered with respect to the receipt and/or delivery 
points for the referenced accelerated Tennessee MDQ;  

 
f. Indicate when National Grid first contacted Tennessee regarding acceleration of its 

MDQ;  
 

g. Document the date on which Tennessee confirmed the feasibility of accelerating the 
discussed increase in National Grid’s MDQ;    

 
Response: 
 

a. The Company’s initial request for proposals (RFP) requested a supply agreement with a 
term of December 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019 seeking a maximum daily quantity 
(MDQ) of 33,000 dekatherms (Dth) per day and an annual contract quantity (ACQ) of 
1,118,000 Dth.  

 
  In order to meet the shortfall for the  
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Redacted 
Division 4-2, page 2 

 
b. peak day and peak season, the Company increased its peak season liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) requirement to a maximum seasonal quantity (MSQ) of 300,000 Dth with up to 
eight trucks per day.   

 
c. Please see the table below for the expected fixed and variable costs for the citygate 

supplies. 
 
 

 
 

d. Please see the response to part (b) above for monthly and yearly costs for citygate 
supplies. 

 
e. The Company contacted Tennessee Gas Pipeline (Tennessee) on August 13, 2018 about 

the potential to accelerate the Tennessee MDQ. 
 

f. Tennessee’s System Planning group reviewed its system models and confirmed to the 
Company that it would have volumes available from Tennessee’s receipt point at Everett, 
Massachusetts to the Company’s delivery point of Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 

g. See the response to part (d) above. 
 

h. Tennessee contacted the Company on August 14, 2018 to inform the Company that 
Tennessee had the ability to accelerate the firm transportation agreement between the 
Company and Tennessee for 20,000 Dth per day to phase-in a portion of the MDQ from 
5,000 Dth per day to 10,000 Dth per day effective November 1, 2018. 

Dec-18 Jan-19 Feb-19 Mar-19 Total
Fixed Price
PEAKING SUPPLY AT AGT CITYGATE Dth
SUPPLIER FIXED COST UNIT PRICES
DEMAND COSTS

Variable Cost
ENGIE - AGT
Delivered MMBtu Dth
Delivered Price
Total Delivered Cost
Total Cost
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Nancy G. Culliford and Elizabeth D. Arangio 

Division 4-3 
 

Request: 
 

Provide the analyses, workpapers and assumptions upon which the Company relies to 
demonstrate that its contracted owned and gas supply resources for each month of its November 
2018 through October 2019 GCR period are adequate to meet its planning requirements.   
 
Response: 
 
Please see Attachment DIV 4-3 for the Company’s gas supply resources by month for November 
2018 through October 2019.  Please see Attachment DIV 1-1 in response to Data Request 
Division 1-1, part (c), in this docket, which demonstrates that the Company’s gas supply 
resources for November 2018 through October 2019 are adequate to meet its planning 
requirements.  The Company has no unserved volumes for the peak day and peak season for 
November 2018 through October 2019.   



NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT
2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 Total

================ ======== ================================================================================================== ========
Served Demand
Firm 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PROVIDENCE 3194.5 4940.5 5800 4941.5 4236.7 2505.7 1368.6 899.3 729.9 772.7 949.7 2001.3 32340.5
VALLEY 701.9 1085.1 1273.8 1085.3 930.5 550.3 300.6 197.5 160.3 169.7 208.6 437.9 7101.4
WESTERLY 69.7 107.7 126.4 107.7 92.4 54.6 29.8 19.6 15.9 16.8 20.7 43.5 704.9
WARREN 135.7 209.8 246.3 209.9 179.9 106.4 58.1 38.2 31 32.8 40.3 84.7 1373.4
PROV CE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
VALLEY CE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
WESTERLY CE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
WARREN CE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total Served 4101.8 6343.2 7446.6 6344.4 5439.6 3217 1757.1 1154.6 937.2 992.1 1219.3 2567.3 41520.2

Fuel Consumed
Transport 80.2 135.6 148.6 126.9 120.5 61.9 46.2 35.9 30.3 29.3 22.2 57.2 894.9
Injection 0 0 0 0 0 0.8 10.1 8.4 9.1 7.4 10.1 10.4 56.2
Withdrawal 0 5.9 5.9 5.5 4.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22
Total Fuel 80.2 141.5 154.4 132.4 125.3 62.7 56.3 44.3 39.4 36.7 32.3 67.6 973.2

Storage Injections
RI FSMA501 0 0 0 0 0 0 123.2 0 16.5 123.2 119.3 123.2 505.5
RI DTIGSS170 0 0 0 0 0 0 82.8 79.8 77.7 69.5 67.3 69.5 446.7
RI DTIGSS168 0 0 0 0 0 8.6 26 25.2 24.4 21.9 21.2 21.9 149
RI FSMA62918 0 0 0 0 0 0 42.7 0 34.1 42.7 41.4 42.7 203.7
RI DTIGSS171 0 0 0 0 0 11 31.9 30.9 29.9 26.8 25.9 26.8 183.1
RI DTI600045 0 0 0 0 0 0 143.8 195.9 195.2 35.9 188.9 195.2 955.1
RI TET400515 0 0 0 0 0 1.6 9 8.7 9 9 8.7 9 54.9
RI TET400221 0 0 0 0 0 33.9 188.4 182.4 188.4 188.4 182.4 188.4 1152.4
RI TET400185 0 0 0 0 0 1.5 8.2 8 8.2 8.2 8 8.2 50.4
RI DTIGSS169 0 0 0 0 0 12 34.8 33.7 32.6 29.2 28.3 29.2 199.9
RI TCO9630 0 0 0 0 0 3.8 40.8 34.7 40.8 40.8 26.5 14.3 201.7
RI KLNG 0 130 0 50.1 25.9 128.4 155 104.9 98 0 75 110.1 877.5
RI ExeterLNG 0 52.5 0 22.3 19.2 21.6 0 45.1 57 0 75 17 309.6
Total Inj 0 182.5 0 72.5 45 222.5 886.7 749.2 812 595.8 867.8 855.7 5289.6

The Narragansett Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid

RIPUC Docket No. 4872
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Sources of Supply
RI Niagara 32.3 33.4 28 25.8 33.4 32.3 33.4 32.3 33.4 33.4 32.3 33.4 383.3
RI Wadding 4 0 0 0 0 30.3 31.3 30.3 31.3 31.3 30.3 31.3 220.2
RI Zone4 784.8 1196.5 1253.5 1130.5 1086.8 291.2 455.7 214.5 222.3 338.6 372.5 632.4 7979.3
RI TCO Appal 410.5 947.5 948.2 856.4 927.6 309.9 16.8 0 41.6 41.6 0 71.9 4572.1
RI Transco 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
RI M3 Supply 672 140.3 306.6 240.1 145.3 537.9 201.1 30.3 31.3 31.3 773 729.6 3838.8
RI TCO M3 29.5 114 162.2 145.2 59.3 23.1 59.8 35.4 0 0 27.1 99.6 755
RI DOMAC WIN 0 182.5 0 72.5 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 300
RI DOMAC SUM 0 0 0 0 0 150 155 150 155 0 150 127.1 887.1
RI Dawn WIN 2 31.8 31.8 28.7 5.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100
RI Dawn SUM 0 0 0 0 0 21.8 5.9 0 0 0 0 1 28.8
RI TCO App 95.2 316.1 316.1 285.5 293.3 58.4 0 0 0 0 0 11.2 1375.7
RI AIM M3 83.5 113.9 158.8 148.1 64.7 55.2 7.3 0 0 0 0 33.2 664.6
RI TETCO M2 1370.3 1483.3 1486.9 1342.8 1453.9 1368.5 1396.2 1179.9 1002.1 874 455.9 1409.6 14823.6
RI TRN Leidy 5.2 37.5 38.7 34.9 29.6 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.3 161.5
Citygate AGT 0 109.6 172.7 156.4 68.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 507.6
Citygate TGP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
GazMet Suppl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
MillenniumSP 271.6 280.7 280.7 253.5 280.7 271.6 275.2 254.4 249.9 252.7 257.3 278.8 3206.9
Leidy Hub 0 15.8 0.2 14.7 8.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 39.4
GDF Everett 43.9 54.3 88.7 92.3 41.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 321
GDFEvere Acc 0 122.2 136.9 171.6 69.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 500
RIDawnPNGTS 42 269.1 310.4 262.4 142.2 194.5 40.7 0 0 0 0 9.9 1271.3
Dracut Call 0 109.1 222.8 163.3 44.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 540
RI DTI SP 0.6 0 16.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17.1
Total Take 3847.7 5557.3 5959.5 5424.9 4801 3346.9 2680.7 1929.2 1769.1 1605.1 2100.6 3471.2 42493.4

Storage Withdrawals
RI FSMA501 40.5 114.2 111.3 153.4 86.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 505.5
RI DTIGSS170 26.3 111.8 141.7 94.6 72.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 446.7
RI DTIGSS168 11.7 37 37 34 29.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 149
RI FSMA62918 15.3 72.5 52.9 27.1 35.9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 203.7
RI DTIGSS171 0 39.5 69.9 59.3 14.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 183.1

The Narragansett Electric Company 
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RI DTI600045 163.4 168.8 168.8 152.5 168.8 132.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 955.1
RI TET400515 0 14.2 14.2 14.2 12.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 54.9
RI TET400221 0 297 297 297 261.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1152.4
RI TET400185 0 13 13 13 11.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50.4
RI DTIGSS169 0 49.5 55.6 53.7 41.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 199.9
RI TCO9630 9.2 35.6 71.4 54.5 27.1 3.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 201.7
RI KLNG 51.7 120.3 493.9 94.2 25.9 12.8 13.3 12.8 13.3 13.3 12.8 13.3 877.5
RI ExeterLNG 16 36.5 114.8 77 22.7 6 6.2 6 6.2 6.2 6 6.2 309.6
Total With 334.3 1109.7 1641.6 1124.5 809 155.3 19.4 18.8 19.4 19.4 18.8 19.4 5289.6

Total Supply 4182 6667.1 7601 6549.4 5609.9 3502.2 2700.2 1948 1788.6 1624.6 2119.4 3490.6 47783
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Responses to Division’s Fourth Set of Data Requests 
Issued September 14, 2018 

   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Nancy G. Culliford and Elizabeth D. Arangio 

Division 4-4 
 

Request: 
 

Provide the analyses, workpapers and assumptions upon which the Company relies to 
demonstrate that its contracted and owned gas supply resources for the November 2018 through 
October 2019 GCR period can reasonably be expected to minimize the costs of gas supply for 
the Company’s Rhode Island gas customers over that period.   
 
Response:  
 
The Company uses the SENDOUT® model as its primary analytical tool in the gas portfolio 
design process.  The SENDOUT® model is a linear-programming optimization software tool 
used that assists in evaluating, selecting, and explaining long-term portfolio strategies.  The 
Company utilizes the SENDOUT® model to determine the best use of a given portfolio of 
supply, capacity, and storage contracts to meet a specified demand.  That is, it can solve for the 
dispatch of resources that minimizes the cost of serving the specified demand given the existing 
resource and system-operating constraints.  The model dispatches resources based on the lowest 
variable cost to meet demand. 
 
Please see the Company’s response to Division 1-1, part (c), in this docket for the Company’s 
comparison of resources and requirements for least-cost dispatch volumes.  Please see the 
Company’s response to Division 4-3 for monthly detail for November 2018 through October 
2019.   
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